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at school also. But overall, [ didn’t enjoy my time in
Korea that much. But I will focus on the stuff that are
about the University because those are things that

you can potentially improve for the future.

Let’s start with the positives:

there was some negatives that really affected my time I really loved the buddy System.‘ ~ 135]0]A]e) AL

—Arttu Ore

Ajou University autumn semester experience

I spend this autumn semester as a exchange student in
Ajou university and I had alright experience although
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Even though I don’t care about attending some group
activities and parties, stuff that AGA members proba-
bly did fantastic job too but I can’t really comment on
that because [ didn’t attend, my buddy was really nice
towards me and understood that [ prefer to spend time
by myself and even arranged some coffee meetup with
just me and my buddy. That was really nice of her to
take her time to do that just because I didn’t want to
attend group meetings. Overall buddies were helpful
whenever [ had some question [ needed answering.

Campus area is nice and enjoyable to spend time on, I
especially liked the sleeping areas at the library be-
cause often time I felt like I was sleepy, so I managed
to take some rest there when I had time between
classes. Usually people would go to their own dormi-
tories but because I lived outside of campus that was
no option for me. So it's good to have those resting

places there.

During my stay I was often sick so I had to skip classes
often due to that, but luckily professors were under-—
standing of it, especially my math professor did go
above and beyond to help me manage with my studies

and to pass the course.

Then the negatives:

Biggest negative I have that affected my entire stay is
the course application period. This really needs to be
improved because, first of all, exchange students might
not realise that there is competition for the course spot,

so it should be brought up more. And even if student

My semester as an international student
at Ajou University
— Xhenet Prushi

The Arrival
Due to my visa I arrived later than other international

students in South Korea. The information guide that

was aware of it, the course choosing is just a race of
who chooses the courses fastest against other ex-—
change students and other Koreans. There has to be
way to ensure that exchange students get their
courses otherwise entire semester can be ruined right

at the beginning.

My personal experience was that I got 1 out of 6
courses | wanted during the application period, so then
my only option was to wait until the semester begins
and go and talk to professors one by one. Well, I wasn’
t alone doing this, there was at some classes up to 20
other exchange students asking if we can get to the
courses we wanted. We arranged groups to find pro-
fessors, so our first days of semester were not so
enjoyable. Overall, result for me was that I had 5
courses, from which 2 were what [ wanted, and other 3
were courses from other majors that I had to take to at

least have something to study. Not good.

Second complaint is that the internet is not very good
at the campus. It is slow and [ experienced connection
problems so hopefully there is way to improve that.
This is quite important for me because I'm studying
software engineering, so it is mandatory to have
proper connection. Also get rid of only Internet ex-—
plorer for applications etc. Nobody uses Internet ex—
plorer in my country, so it’s frustrating to get it and use
it just for the sake of doing something specific. Also
make everything available in English as well on the

web page and BB etc. Some are in English. but some

are not so sometimes it’s hard to find some information.

includes a description of how to go from the airport
directly to the university helped me a lot and I had no
problems in the beginning. Also it was really helpful
and well thought to hand us the address and some
phrases in Korean language. [ talked to some of my

friends who got picked up from the_ airport and ac-—

= 14sl0] Aol A%
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cording to them it was well organized and they re-—

ceived a nice welcome.

The Dormitory

I am living in the international dormitory. At first, the
accommodation is modern furnished and very clean.
Furthermore the security gates at the entrance, the
separated floors for female and male and the dormitory
inspectors who patrol the whole dorm, are giving me a
feeling of safety. I think that is really important be-
cause arriving as a complete stranger to a new country

always comes along with some fear.

The Buddy Program from A.G.A.

Weeks before coming to South Korea I received a mail
from my buddy, who is joining the program, called
A.G.A., that supports international students. She in-
troduced herself and offered me her help and friend-
ship. I was really happy about that buddy program. In
my first week at the Ajou I met her and we made really
good friends. She planned cool activities to experience
traditional Korean things and food. The university and
A.G.A. did a great job with organizing events, like
partys and movie nights, and offered us amazing and
unforgettable experiences as well as an easy start in

the semester.

My Opinion & Exchange Student’s Opinion
About University
-Yewon Kim

<The things that I want Ajou Univesity to be im-
proved.>

In my point of view, first I want Ajou University to
increase the English classes. Because it can improve
students’ English skills and also other foreign stu-

dents can get more opportunity to choose their clas—

The Lectures

One thing I would improve is that in the beginning
students should get more information about the at—
tendance check-in for the lectures. So that you have to
hold your ID card before every lecture to sign in for
the course. I actually did not know that until [ saw some
students [ have then asked.

[ took some normal courses and I took one lecture that
was like a seminar. The normal courses were like [ am
used to in Germany. But it was kind of hard to interact
with other students and get in contact with them. For
me, the seminar course of Professor Sangsin Na is
very special and helped me in so many ways. On the
one hand, of course it was very interesting and bene-
fitted my knowledge. On the other hand, it really
helped me in getting in touch with Korean students. In
group workings and discussions | had the chance to
talk to them and interact with them. With some I made
friends and met them also after lecture. Furthermore,
the professor was so nice and even invited us to dinner
where we could interact out of the university. I learned
many things about the Korean culture and got always
help when I had some problems. This course was very
special to me and [ would recommend it to everybody,
and especially to every international student, because
it was very educational and also helped on a lot in

getting settled and progressing personally.

ses in Ajou University. In result, Ajou University must
be more famous and international in the world.

Second of all, it would be better to increase the events
which students of Ajou and exchange students can
join together. I know there are AGA(Ajou Global
Ambassador) and Nubi Program that students of Ajou
can help exchange and foreign students. I've experi—
enced lots of international events in university like

AGA, International Day and AGF(Volunteering in Vi-

etnam) and [ think those programs - 13sel el A%
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are really good to get close to foreign friends and be
more international students. But those are just for
limited students who can speak well in English and
who are not afraid to confront foreigners. And I know
there are still lots of students want to be close with
foreign friends even they are bit shy and hard to say
in English. So I think if school made more international
event which can lots of students of Ajou and exchange
students work together, it would be great. Then stu—
dents of Ajou will not be afraid of facing foriegners.
For example, hold the ‘Sports Day’ that all student can
involve and hang out together. And go volunteer work
together. Even students don’'t know well how to speak
in English if they worked together physically, then
they would be close together.

Third of all, I think it would be really nice to give
student an English class focus on speaking. Because
even student who got highest grade at CSAT which is
just focused on reading and listening, sometimes they
have a hardship to speak with foreigners and be afraid
of it. And I think some of student they are just not
used to talk with foreigner or shy that’ why they can
not speak well with foreigners even they have an
enough ability. So if students can be provided an
English class by university, they become used to
speak with foreigners and also get confident to face
with them.

Actually, [ am satisfied with my university life. Those
are just my personal opinions about the things that I
want university to be improved. And sometimes when
I talked to exchange students, they said they thought
all Korean students, who are in university, are good at
speaking English before they came to Korea. But they
realized it’s not true. Some students are using trans-—
lator to talk to them and it’ hard to communicate with

them. So they said they were shocked.

So I think in this point, we should try to do something
to communicate very well with exchange students.
For Ajou University, they try to make various classes
speak in English and events which students of Ajou
and exchange students can work together and for
student ourselves, we should do our best to raise our
English skill not just for communicate with foreigners,
but also for being international students. Then also it

can help to live up to exchange students’ expectations.

<What exchange students think about Korea and Ajou
University—Interview>

Things about Korea: People are polite and helpful.
There are lots of things to do even when it's late or
holiday. Food is delicious. Mountains are beautiful.
Korea is beautiful. What I also like is that you have in
almost every Restaurant or outside in the streets
internet connection, which could be very convenient
for people without internet connection and especially
for tourists when they visit Korea for the first time.
Furthermore, the public transportation is well build in
the metropolitan area of Seoul, so everyone can easily
go from Seoul to Suwon and the best thing about that
very cheap. But on the other hand there are unfortu-
nately also bad things which [ experienced, some-
times there are older people looking at me very angry
or in a way as would I be an alien or something else
but I guess this is maybe nothing personal its maybe
more because they are curious and not used to for-
eigners. And also the language barriers are some-
times annoying, since before I came to Korea I
thought the people would speak English in a way that I
can communicate with them but [ was wrong some-—
times they even do not understand basic English

words.
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Things about Ajou University: Facilities are good in
comparison to my home university like football field
and cafeteria. Professors are really kind and good at
listening to students and helpful(Especially, pro.Dan),

Now let his mention Korean students, some of them are
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also not that good and this is especially hard if there is
a presentation to do and we have to work together.
This language barriers lead to bad communication
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